
                                                                

 

FACT SHEET 
May 5, 2011 
 
The Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum of the American Latino was 
created by the U.S. Congress. 
 
The 23 Presidential and Congressional appointees to the Commission responded to the directives of 
Congress to: 

• Submit a report to the President and the Congress containing recommendations with respect to a 
plan of action for the establishment and maintenance of a National Museum of the American 
Latino in Washington, DC.  

• Develop a fund-raising strategy.  
• Report on the availability and cost of collections to be acquired. 
• Examine the impact if the Museum on regional Latino-related museums. 
• Analyze and recommend possible locations for the Museum within Washington, DC and its 

environs.  
• Recommend whether the Museum should be located within the Smithsonian Institution. 
• Recommend a governance and organizational structure for the operation of the Museum. 
• Engage the American Latino community in the development of the museum. 
• Determine the cost of constructing, operating, and maintaining the Museum. 

 
The Commission undertook an exhaustive process to prepare and deliver a comprehensive report in 
response to the Act of Congress that created the Commission. This was done with the assistance of a long 
list of experts across the nation.  
 
The Commission engaged with Americans throughout the country in a conversation that generated 
valuable input, ideas, and sentiments regarding the feasibility of an American Latino museum in 
Washington, D.C.  Eight public forums to engage communities and gather input were conducted in 2010. 
Forums took place in Chicago, Albuquerque, Austin, Miami, St. Paul, Los Angeles, New York City, and 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. A website and social media platforms generated tens of thousands of supportive 
responses.  Newspapers across the country published supportive editorials. 

 
In the course of its work, the Commission consulted with the Smithsonian Institution, the National Capital 
Planning Commission, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, the Department of the Interior, museums and 
cultural institutions across the country, business and philanthropy leaders, and major national 
organizations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                

 
COMMISSION FINDINGS: 

• There is a need for a national museum in Washington, DC that is devoted to the preservation, 
presentation, and interpretation of American Latino art, cultural expressions, and experiences; a 
museum that “illuminates the American story for the benefit of all.”  

• Existing institutions are enthusiastic about collaboration with a national Latino museum; 
enhanced opportunities in collections, exhibition development, programming, research, and 
training. 

• The museum could stimulate an environment of collaboration among Latino museums and 
cultural centers fostering a new cultural ecology. 

• The Commission determined that a private fundraising goal of $300 million over a 10 year period 
is achievable.  

• Approximately $463 million is needed to open a national museum on the Capitol Site. Upon 
opening, approximately $50 million is needed annually for operations/maintenance. 

• Common themes heard in public outreach efforts: 
• American Latinos are an integral part of the fabric of the nation. 
• There is an urgency, desire, and need for an American Latino museum on the National 

Mall in Washington, DC. 
• A greater understanding of the long history and significant contributions of Latinos in 

America benefits all Americans.   
 
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

• The Museum should be established within the Smithsonian Institution as the Smithsonian 
American Latino Museum. 

• The Commission recommends Congress designate the Capitol Site as the site for the museum. 
• The Commission found that no federal appropriation would be necessary for the first six 

years upon establishment of the museum. Private donations could sufficiently fund the initial 
years of planning and organization that are required in the pre-design, pre-construction phase of 
such a project.      

• Proposed legislation would allow for immediate authorization with deferred appropriation, 
using private funding for initial planning stages 

 
The museum envisioned by the Commission would take its place among the treasury of museums within 
the Smithsonian Institution. The museum, though, would establish a new model in its integration of 
programs, training, research and personnel within the family of Smithsonian museums. The benefits of 
the museum would also extend to and derive from local communities, Latino museums, cultural centers, 
and educational institutions across the land to make this museum truly national in operational scope as 
well as in its place of prominence in the nation’s capital.  

 
The long narrative of the American Latino embodies the values and ideals that are held dear by all 
Americans. The report of the Commission strongly recommends the establishment of an American Latino 
museum that illuminates the American story for the benefit of all.  


